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UM REPORT EXAMINES NONRESIDENT SUMMER TRAVELERS IN MONTANA 
MISSOULA—
Summer visitors to Montana in 2001 arrived in smaller groups, stayed for a shorter 
amount of time and spent less money than visitors in 1996, according to a new report by the 
Institute for Tourism and Recreation at The University of Montana.
The report found that 2001 summertime visitors spent $1,042 billion in the state, down 
slightly from $1,071 billion (in 2001 dollars) during summer 1996. Visitors also have 
shortened their stays: The average traveler spent 4.5 nights in Montana in 1996 compared to 
4.2 nights in 2001. In addition, average group sizes dropped from 2.6 to 2.5 during that time.
The UM report, “Nonresident Summer Travelers to Montana: 2001,” was prepared 
from a survey of nonresident visitors to Montana intercepted at gas stations, rest areas and 
airports from June to September 2001. Questionnaires were given to 7,362 groups, and the 
resulting response rate was 40 percent'
The full report is available online at http://www.forestry.umt.edu/itrr. Some interesting 
tidbits contained therein are:
-- The typical summer visitor group spent $25.14 on gas, $24.18 on retail goods and 
$21.20 on restaurants and bars per day.
-  The highest percentage of out-of-state summer visitors in 2001 came from 
Washington (12 percent). Another 10 percent of visitors were from California, and the 
bordering states of Idaho, North Dakota and Wyoming collectively made up another 14 percent 
of travelers.
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-  Summer visitors overnighted most often in Billings (9 percent), Missoula and West 
Yellowstone (both 7 percent), Bozeman (6 percent), and Gardiner and Great Falls (4 percent 
each).
-  The most-traveled road for summer visitors was Interstate 90 between Livingston and 
Bozeman, with 39 percent taking that route. U.S. Highway 89 between Livingston and 
Gardiner saw 19 percent of out-of-state travelers. Glacier Park’s Going-to-the-Sun Road saw 
15 percent of the state’s nonresident traffic.
-  Ninety percent of summer travel groups said they were satisfied with their Montana 
adventures. Thirty-three percent visited Yellowstone National Park, 23 percent visited Glacier, 
13 percent went to the Flathead Lake area and 3 percent visited Little Bighorn Battlefield.
-  Vacationers, who make up 52 percent of all summer visitors, traveled as couples 45 
percent of the time. Thirty-four percent were families, and 29 percent traveled with children 18 
or younger.
-  Fifty percent of vacationers watched wildlife, 46 percent day hiked, 45 percent went 
shopping, 25 percent visited museums and 9 percent hired an outfitter or guide.
-- Fifty-three percent of vacationers used the Internet to plan their trips, while 30 
percent used an automobile club. This shows a significant increase in Internet use for trip 
planning. In 1996 only 7 percent of vacationers used the Internet for planning their trip to 
Montana. These changes reflect similar changes nationwide.
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MONTANA PBS RECEIVES FOUR REGIONAL EMMY NOMINATIONS 
MISSOULA—
Two programs produced by KUFM-TV, the Montana PBS station in Missoula, recently 
received four regional Emmy nominations from the Seattle-Northwest Chapter of the National 
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.
"Sun River Homestead" by producer Margaret Carey was nominated in the 
cultural/historical category. Carey was a University of Montana graduate student who worked 
with KUFM-TV.
"Silence & Solitude: Yellowstone’s Winter Wilderness" received three nominations. 
Livingston photographer Tom Murphy earned a nod in photography in the category for 
programs longer than 30 minutes. Daniel Dauterive, KUFM-TV operations director, was 
nominated in editing for programs longer than 30 minutes. UM music faculty member Scott 
Billadeau was nominated for musical composition.
The Seattle-Northwest Chapter of NATAS serves television professionals from 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Alaska. The regional Emmy winners will be 
announced in Seattle on June 15.
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